BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK COMMITTEES
1sT DIS;F::;,R:-E;:::(LVANIA |N1(':ELLIGENCE
5 HAIRMAN
PROBLEM SOLVERS CAUCUS p |. 4 CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY (CIA)
- C:AIRMOAN . : » & Ways AND MEANS
ANNON HOUSE UFFICE BUILDING 4 TAX
WASHINGTOR, BC 50615 Congress of the United States HeALTH
1717 L -N Ro. 1 FOREIGN AFFAIRS
L ANGHSOUFT,T\‘EEZFg?:;ZL\:;N . %)ngﬁ Uf Rﬁprfﬁfntatmﬁg INTELLIGENCE LIAISON
AN(%?%)Rg%—moz fﬂfﬂiasbmgmn, BC 20515 NATO PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

June 26, 2026
The Honorable Doug Burgum
Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W. Washington DC 20240

Dear Secretary Burgum:

I write to express my concern and to request transparency from the Administration regarding the
reports that America250, the bipartisan commission established by Congress, has only received
$25 million of the $100 million expected from the Administration.! As a result, America250 is
facing a funding shortfall, with limited resources as we approach July 4™ and the celebrations of
the Semiquincentennial.

America250, established by the United States Semiquincentennial Commission Act of 2016 to
plan a nonpartisan, civic-focused commemoration of the 250th anniversary of the nation’s
founding,” should have received the federally appropriated funds allocated to the Secretary of the
Interior for the National Park Service, explicitly designated for events, celebrations, and
activities marking the Semiquincentennial.® Tax-payer funds have been reported to be dispersed
to Freedom 250, established by the Administration in December of 2025. It is important to note
that when Congress allocated the money for the Semiquincentennial, Freedom 250 did not exist,
and the only congressionally authorized group is America250.

The use of taxpayer funds for an organization that has not been formally approved by Congress
raises serious questions about where these funds are going and what they are being used for. I am
requesting answers to the following questions by July 2, 2026:

1. Is the Department of the Interior able to provide a report on the use of taxpayer funds
obligated to the agency that have been used for Freedom 250?

! https://www.notus.org/trump-white-house/america-250-shortfall-freedom-250-interior-funds
2 Public Law 114-196.
3 Public Law 11921, Sec. 50305.



https://www.notus.org/trump-white-house/america-250-shortfall-freedom-250-interior-funds

2. Was the U.S. Semiquincentennial Commission involved in the dispersing of funds to
Freedom 2507

3. Does the Administration plan to disperse additional funding to America250 to address the
funding shortfall and obligation of $100 million?

4. Do Freedom 250 and America250 coordinate in their efforts with the agency, whether
related to programming or funding?

The 250™ Anniversary of our great nation should be embodied as a non-partisan celebration to
commemorate the values of freedom, democracy, and unity. These principles make our country
exceptional, and it is imperative on us as leaders to honor our past and inspire our future
generations through the responsible use of taxpayer funds.

Thank you for your attention to this matter and I look forward to working with you to celebrate
our great nation.

Sincerely,

P it

Brian Fitzpatrick
Member of Congress



